[(77(56 72 18&5(=,$

$ WEHOY QRAWRP HKIQ) \ RX EHFRP H IV VRP HKIQJ \ RX DUH |\
QHVZIKQ\RX DOYHIWRP EWW RUDVIQP H GRWP DQN OLQ) [QZ Dy
IRUIW WKH HOHP\ ) IJ IR IV KRZ , ZDV IDVHG ZKR \RX ®H EX\v
) IRQWZKR, DP ,LHDQG P\ KRPH WHKRPHR P\ IDNHUZKRP ,
QHYHUNGHZ DQG\ HWWWQRZ GHHSO LV QRWUHH

0\ SHRS®I DIH XBG 2 SSHWHG ( QUDYHG 7KHVH DUH \WH
\WRXJKW ZKIFK KDYH RFFXSIHG P\ P 1QG VIQFH GDYIQ) RXU KRP H
5 HDFKIQ) 1 DS R \WRN @QIHUWKDQ P\ SIRYMRQV ZRXG DBZ R,
VWRSSHG 1Q WH WRQ YI@JH R ( ERR DQG YIMWG * HQQDIR R ZH
FRXG WKDVWK RXUPDQ  EDMBV \RIHKHU +1V KRXVH UMV DP IGW
VSDUH IDP OQG VXUWRXQGHGE\ JWD 1Q) JRDW WY QR Z RQGHUKH ®IV
\KH 1L KWRUSHUKDSV \KH IL] KWBIVKLP

7KDONX@® \WH GWHUZ H GDIMG Z DV \R & DS\BIQ 6 RGDRY ONQJ
VXFK WDW Z DV SOFHG RQ \WH YHY  QH VWRKRRQHUERXQG IRU&RWIN
UHEHOFRXQN D FREQJ \R \WH VDIRY , P XD IWWH ZRINR D
GHANKDQG FRXG WDIQ DQ PDQ IRU EDMBl * DG  / HDLQQ)
2 EH Q)

(Q5RA\M\R 0 DVH® ZKHH , MQRZ ZUMQJ WV ZH SDWHG
\WURXJK P DQ IMKIQ) YIAHV , VDZ QHW KHDY\ Z M \WH GD\ W FDWK
EHQJ KDX®IG RQR VP DOERDW B\ \WWH IMKHUP DQ Z KRVH Z IOGEXUHG
IDFHV VHHP HG DOVRR 1DP [MDUZ W \WH \BMM R \KH VDOWSWD,  7KHL
WNLIV VNP P HG \WH FKRSS\ ZDYHV DV Il JRDAQ) \WH VHD DV WHL
RO FUHG K\ P QV R UEH@RQ EDWIRY DI DIQANKH WEHY $QG 1O WHL
ROV , VDZ P\ UMK ERRWHY DAUWQ WHURZ Q QY RXUDQG
$QGOH\WRMHRDY , \RRDP GHWP ICHG\R FDUYH RX\WP\ RZ Q SDW R
) BHERP 1Q,HDQG  IRU,UHDQG

|, FRX@ EH RIHIHG RQH PIQXM R ) UHGRP IRUP\ FRXQM P\
KRP H EXWQ H FKDQIH VKRX@ , DFFHSWW, Z RX@ GH DAKH HQG R
\KDWP IQXOM , Z RX@ \BINH WIRUE\ \WH JWDFH R * RG\WHUWH QrHV Z \KIQ



D@ KXPDQV \WH HMIODO®YH R )UHGRP D ®YH [P SDWHOWRI
2 SSUWMRQ R FRQARO
<RX QEWNQRZ ZKHQ ZH P HWKDW, ZDV D UHEHO 1 HWHUGG ,

1 RUGG \ RX NQRZ WDW ZRX@ RQH @D\ ®BDYH \ RX W ILJKWQ IRUHIQ
OQGV DQG IMEWDNV P\ KHDWWKDW RX P X\MAHDG \KIV DBCH

' HDUWW XFUH ID PD. P\ ZRGV BDFK \RX HYHQ L , GR QRW
FDUHG E\ \WH Z IQGV \WDWAYIGH XV

<RXWY QKLY @H DQG\WH QH W

Fionn
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Dearest Lucrezia,

1 LJKWKDV P DGH DQ HDW® DSSHDUDGFH 7KH KIQY \Z D@BZ DO K\
EHRUH VKDV WP H\R VSUWHDG 2 XUP HQ P RYH TXIHWUQRZ DV IL VRXQG
WHD ZHH D WDMRU : H DUH FDP SHG DP RQJ WH VAXE DQG WRCH
Z KHUH WH JURXQG RSSRVHV VBHS DQG \WH FRG LV KHUHQIRUFHU |1 \KLY
GMIKUKDV WHDFKHG\ RX SBDVH \KDQN 0 [EKHBI RQFH DIDIQ IRUP H

7K PROQ) ZH JRAFDXIKWKS 1Q D IIWHLIKWZ WK P HQ Z H GHYHL
DAXD® \DZ : H IWHG DWWKDGRZV EHKIQG IRFNV &RZDWBV ZKR
VEXUHG XQEHUWP R\H KIAQ) ZKHH QR FDP S RXJKWIR @H WY D
WDQI H \WMIQJ R ILJKWDQ HQHP \ Z KRVH IDFH LV QRWIL HG IO\ RXUP 1QG
<RX SXOKH W JHUGRADWD P DQ EXWDWD XP RXU $ VZ LIWISS®I 1O WH
JDW $ IHDU: HNQHZ IMZ DV RYHUZ KHQ \WWH VXQ UHYHDBIG EGRG RQ
\WRVH VDP H WRQHV EXWZ H GG CRAMEXP SK ;' KDWIRTRZ HG IQANMDG
ZDV D GXOMBIFH + \WH VIBIQFH R KDYIQJ) VXIYHG DCRKHUGD, |V



ZDV DWUWLY ZKIB EXIIQ) P\ WGl B\ D WKD@®Z WWHDP  \KDW,
WRXIJKWR \ RX

. WRXJKWR ZKHQ ZH IIWWP HW+RZ , ZDV KDD D ER WHQ DX
@ EVDQGGQRVHOH $WKHWP H P\ D\ VZ KHH VSHOMDI@Y EHKIQG
WH WKDGRZ R ) IDQFHVFR DV KH \WKXIIGIG WURXIK \KH DUFKLYHV |
SUAMQGHG \R UHDG Z KIBI QAMQQ) R KIP VSHDN +H ZRX@ \BO! Dv
GQUW R GOWV R NQIV RUERGHY \WDW/AKLWMG DQG UHRUWP HG ONH \WH
VDQGV IQ®Z WEH , GBDUOHG D JUHDWEHDAWRP KIP QRWBDWAR DO \KDV
KMRY IV E\ QR P HDQV D WADLJKWIRDG ,Q IDFWIMIY KDUBED D URDG Dy
DOVWR P XFK DV D VHUHV R SDWV FRMWFIRMQ] JHCHIDIRQY , QG QR
XQEHWARQG EDFN WHQ Z KIB VWD 1Q KIV VWXG. DQG QAMQQ) IOMQ®
WDWRCH @D\ , Z RX@ Z DO WRVH SDWKV P\ VHD

<RX ZHH TXHRMUWDQ , P LIKWH H SHAMG DQG, UHP HP EHU\ RX
ZDRKHGIQD ZD\ \WDWARX@ XQUHWEI \WWH 6 DWIYY <RX Z DIWKHG P RUH
WDQ \ RX VSR\H FDXWRXMD SHHUIQ) WURXIK ZDY\ VDQGVY R EGQGH
DUP RXU ( YHQKHQ , NOHZ \RX ZHWH R WH NQG Z KR QAMQV IRUZ KDy
JRHV XQWDIG , WMICN WDWLY ZK\ , ZUWM \WR\RX QRZ DV, &R IQ IXC
FRQIGHQFH WD WRX Z IOIIQG ERIHHQ P\ VADZ & \WWH \MIQIV Z KIFK |
FDQRQD HYHUBDYH XQVDIG 7KDWY P\ ELJIJHWNDZ / XFD

7KHVH KIQ DU IXGR P HQ@HP H 0 HQ Z KR GR QRAEHDHYH 1Q \WH
IO \WDAKDV E HQ IRUIFHG XSRQ XV 6 RP H IKWRUILHERP 2 \WHWY/
DUH )XOG B\ KXQIHU $ CDQIHIRXV IHZ ZRUKIS PDIKHP : H DWH
SDIQMG %WIDQGY &UP QDY * KRAW 3HKDSV ZH DUH 9%XWDV , @V
P\ KHDG IURP \KIV BMHUDQG WBH GRZ Q DVWWH VI H GIVVEXWHG
ZKHH \WH P RKHY R RXU ELRKHY VSMDWRTIHY ERRW , FDQQR
SUHWIQG \WLY Z DULY RYH« - QRUKDWVZ I@HYHUHQG

$QGWR |, ILJKW

, IJKWEHFDXVH , Z DV IDVHG \R ILJKW, ILJKWEHFDXVH , KDYH VHHQ
KRZ SRZ HUFKDQIHV IW AHWEXWQHYHU W DSSHW |, 1L KWEHFDXVH
IHHGRP RQFH JIPSVHG IV IXVHG \R WH HH , ILJKWEHFDX\H |
EHHYH SHKDSV IRRDKO WDWRP HZ KHUH EH\ RQG \WLY YIRBIGFH @V
D IXWUWH ZRW \WH FRW / XFD \R HOMVIQ D VQI®I P RP HOWVR
XQFRQGUMRCDAUWHHGRP «  Z HOWDWY Z RUK W Z HJ KWQ G-DW

, VD DOR KLY BOANR VD' BV \ RX Z KR VIMDEHV P H Z KHQ GRXE
SXVKHV EDFN , [P DIJIQH \ RX UDAQ) WLV GMWUE) 1 IUHDI KW\ RXUEURZ
IXUWRZ HG 1Q WDWZ D\ Z KHQ\ RX DUH IHJQQJ DQIHUZ KIGI FRQFHDIY



SUCH \RXU IIQQHY WDACQJ WH SDW ZKHH P\ VRUEEGNV KDYH
| DOMUHG

. KHQ WMV IV RYHU , Z1@Z DOl ZIW \ RX DIDIQ XS DQG GRZ Q \KH
FREEGMRQHV \R \WH P DUHW DQG WH P RXQEIQV Z KHUH \ RXU YRIEH
Z 1@UVH DERYH P IQH &RUMHAID) PH &KDBQIIQ) PH , ®Q RQGE\V
QH R, IRUMWH OERXUR SHDFH ) RUVKDUHG VIBIGFH 6 KDUHG GD\ V
6 KDUHG EUHDG XQABIQHG B\ EGRG 8 QIDNHQ , FDUW \RXZIWK PH DV
VXUHO DV, FDW P\ QDP H

: WM VR PH IL\RX FDQ 0 IFEKHBI Z L@VXUHD UMD \R XVH ( YHQ D
VIQI®I @H Z I@EH HQRXIK \R UHP IQG P H \KDWKH Z R FRQBIQV P R
\KDQ KLQ DQG VP R\NH DQG RUEHWY EDUNHG 1Q WH GDUN

<RXWY 1Q WLV @H DQG\WH QH W

Finzio

My Dearest Lucrezia,

, ZUM \R \RX DV D \KDU§ ZIQG VFRXWY DARRW WH . HIN K@
ZKISSIQ) WURXIK WH \KDWKHG URRYV DQG CDUNHQHG VWIHHW  FDUY 1))
Z W MKH VFHQAR SHDWWP R\H DQG \WH VDOWR! \WH VHD EH\ RQG \WH
ED P WIQNQ JR \RX DQG\WH @H \ RX{H FDW Q) 2 XUFKIG ZKR
KDV'\ HVWR IHHOKH VXQ DOHDG. SX@ XSRQP\ KHDWDV KHDYI® DV \KH
KXQMIL®! RQ P\ @S , FDQQRAKHS EXVWEHMHYH Z W D FHUBION \KDV
Z RX@ UDIVH \ RXUGRXEW \KDVWZ HIH KDYIQ) DER\ , ZIOKDYH KIP EHDL
\WH QDPH ' DUDIK IRU, KDYH GDUHG IQ P\ VKRWWP H KHH R D
IIHFH , WK ZDUWRUE, \WDWDPH 0 RWH P\ W \WDQ P DQ + SRWE®
ERW 7 KHVH SHRS®! DUH J UDWARY WL 2 XUVRQ VKDOFDW 1Q \WH
A @EBV R KIV QDP H ERK \WH P HP R DQG FRXUDIH R \WHVH JUHD\
SHRSGI 0\ SHRS®! ) RUZ KDWY IQD QDP H« L QRAKRSH!

7KH P HQ KHWH DUH SRRUIQ QXP EHUDQG IQ DPV 7KH JDKH
EHKIQG Z DO P RUH EURNHQ \KDQ EDUIHU 5 LGNV DUH VFDUFH Z KHUH SINHV
DUH SBIQNV \ HAIHUH\ HV EXUD Z MY D [UH \WDWER ,P SHUDCSRZ HWY Z 1€
HYHUFRQEIQ , NQRZ \WHUVSIUW, WY RQH \KDWZ L@@VH DOEDWBN 1L 1y

P HDQV AR\ 1QJ 1O\KH Z DU



7ZRA\VIRP QRZ ZH Z I@AMNH DVWKH EDUDANY \WDWADGBN \KH
VRGHY R RXURSSUHMWRU D KDQEXOR XV DIDOMD P RXQEIQ R
FREQ] HY , FRQHW / XFD \KDW VKRX@ EH Z DU \ HW DP  FDUIHG RQ
DQ IQHAIRXV WEH Rl KRSH \KH VDP H WEH \WDAEDWAY \HVH Z HAMD
VKRUHV

, KDYH Z DOHG WH K@ R & DKIUAYHHQ DQG Z DIRKHG WH VXQ VSIC
JRG RYHUWH P RXQEIQV DQG IQR \WH BXJIKV DQG 1Q \WDWIIKW, VHH
\WH ,UHDQG WD W HQ VSHDN RI LQ KXVKHG\RCHV 7 KH , UHDQG \KDVWZ DWW
IRUWH EWDYH R UWMH 7KH , UHDQG WDWZ LODYH \R VHH \KH FRZ DGV ID@
Z W RUZ DKRXWKHUH HV W D VWIDQIH WIQ) KRZ KRSH DQG GHVSDIL
FDO @/H 1Q \WWH VDP H SOFH HDFK IHHAQ) RI WH RWHU 7KH OXJ KM
R ERV IQ\WH WHHW 7KH ZDQQIV IRP VHDIX@ RYHUWH $\BOIF
7KH QVWEQMREY R \WH FKXUK EHO 7KH UHP IQG P H \KDWZ H DUH
DOYH 7KH DU HAKRHV R \KH IUHHGRP ZH VHHN

, KDYH Z UMHQ \WHVH Z RBV R \ RX VR \KDW RX P D\ NQRZ \ RX DWH
DZD\VZMPH / HAWHVH @HY E\ DK\ P QR RXURKIG \R ,UHDQG DQOG
\R \WH XQ HTQ) 10P H \KDWEXWDV Z IKIQ DAR XV \R [LJKWHYHQ Z KHQ
JRRG UHDVRQ Z RX@ ELG XV UMW

. QRZ \MIV / XFD VKRX@ WHVH ZRGV UHDFK \RX WH DUH IIGIG
Z W D KRSH \KDWY QHWHU QDAYH CRUETG 7KHVH ZRGV D ILOIG
Z \W \WH GHIDQFH R D VRXOKDWHXVHV \R ERZ ) RUZ H DUH UHEHY QRy
P HHO DADP V EXWDWKHDWY  DQG \WHUH IV QR JUHDMUYIERY \WDQ
\KDW

<RXY Z I\ DONH &YH \WDWIDJ HV ER HHQ WHVH KI@QY DQGKRP H

Fionn

& DKILAYHHQ
. HWY
/ DM6XP P HU

Dylan Lyons



